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Maulana Azad Sobhani and I went to Bhindi Bazar and
reasoned with the crowd, told them that they were denying their
religion by hurting innocent men. The crowd made a show
of dispersing. The police were there but they were exceedingly
restrained. We went further and on retracing our steps found
to our horror a liquor shop on fire. Even the fire brigade was
obstructed in its work. Thanks to the efforts of Pandit Nekiram
Sharma and others, the inmates of the shop were able to come
out.
The crowd did not consist of hooligans only or boys. It was
not an unintelligent crowd. They were not all mill-hands. It
was essentially a mixed unprepared crowd and unwilling to listen
to anybody. For the moment it had lost its head. And it was
not a crowd but several crowds numbering in all not less than
twenty thousand. It was bent upon mischief and destruction.
I heard that there was firing resulting in deaths and that in
the Anglo-Indian quarters everyone who passed with khadi on
came in for hard beating, if he did not put off his khadi cap or
shirt'. I heard that many were seriously injured. I am writing
this in the midst of six Hindu and Mussulman workers who have
just come in with broken heads and bleeding and one with a
broken nasal bone and other lacerated wounds and in danger of
losing his life. They went to Parel led by Maulanas Azad Sobhani
and Mouzam All to pacify the mill-hands who, it was reported,
were holding up tram-cars there. The workers, however, were
unable to proceed to their destination. They returned with their
bleeding wounds to speak for themselves.
Thus the hope of reviving mass civil disobedience has once
more in my opinion been dashed to pieces. The atmosphere for
mass civil disobedience is absent. It is not enough to say that
such an atmosphere is to be found in Bardoli, and, therefore, it may
go on side by side with the violence in Bombay. This is impossible.
Neither Bardoli nor Bombay can be treated as separate, uncon-
nected units. They are parts of one great indivisible whole. It
was possible to isolate Malabar. It was also possible to disregard
Malegaon, But it is not possible to ignore Bombay.
Non-co-operators cannot escape liability. It is true that non-
co-operators were ceaselessly remonstrating everywhere with the
people at considerable risk to themselves, to arrest or stop the
mischief and that they are responsible for saving many precious
lives. But that is not enough for launching out on civil dis-
obedience or to discharge us from liability for the violence that
tas taken place. We claim to have established a peaceful atmo-